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Recommendation (s) to the decision maker (s) 

That Council: 

1. Approves the Terms of Reference for the Community Governance Review of the 
unparished area of Grantham Town. 

2. Delegates authority to the Chairman of the Community Governance Review 
Working Group, in consultation with Political Group Leaders and the Portfolio 
Holder for Governance and Licensing, to make any necessary amendments to the 
Terms of Reference document. 

 

http://moderngov.southkesteven.gov.uk/mgMemberIndex.aspx?bcr=1
https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?text=Meeting%20agenda%20@southkesteven
http://www.linkedin.com/shareArticle?mini=true&url=http://moderngov.southkesteven.gov.uk/mgWhatsNew.aspx?bcr=1
http://facebook.com/sharer/sharer.php?u=http://moderngov.southkesteven.gov.uk/mgWhatsNew.aspx?bcr=1


 
 

3. Delegates decision-making authority to the Community Governance Review 
Working Group in respect of the content and format of the consultation 
documentation and process associated with the Community Governance Review. 

 

 



 

 
 

1 The Background to the Report 

1.1 At its meeting of Full Council on 30 September 2021 the Council resolved to commence a 

Community Governance Review with a view to asking residents and stakeholders whether 

they support the creation of a Town Council for Grantham. 

1.2 In order to establish a Town Council for Grantham, the review will consider creating 

Grantham as a Parish for the purposes of Local Government legislation (known as 

‘parishing’) and the establishment of a Council for Grantham. The new Council will then 

have the opportunity to designate itself as a Town Council and create the role of Mayor of 

Grantham. 

1.3 Full Council is required to authorise commencement of the Community Governance 

Review process through approval of a Terms of Reference. 

1.4 At its meeting on 25 November 2021 the Council agreed to establish a Community 

Governance Review Working Group, comprising all South Kesteven District Councillors of 

the current Grantham Town Electoral Wards to oversee the progress of the review.  

1.5 The Community Governance Review Working Group met on 13 December 2021 to 

consider the Community Governance Review process and a draft Terms of Reference. 

1.6 The Community Governance Review Working Group recommended the draft Terms of 

Reference, attached to this report at Appendix A, to Full Council for approval. 

1.7 The Terms of Reference document includes specific information on the following aspects 

of the review: 

- Scope of the review 

- Legislation and guidance 

- Timetable 

- Consultation 

- Parish areas and structure of parishes 

- Electoral arrangements 

- Current governance and electorate for Grantham, as of 1 December 2021 

- Completion of the review 

1.8 The timetable associated with this Community Governance Review is purposely 

constructed in order that the review can be completed in good time prior to the 2023 

elections. It may be necessary throughout the life of the review for the Terms of Reference 

to be amended taking into account anything that may materialise which has not been 

included. Instead of requiring that Full Council approve an amended version of the Terms 

of Reference, it is proposed that authority be delegated to the Chairman of the Community 

Governance Review Working Group, in consultation with Political Group Leaders and the 

Portfolio Holder for Governance and Licensing, to make any necessary amendments to 

the Terms of Reference document. 

1.9 Before making any recommendations or publishing proposals, the Council must take 

account of the views of local people and stakeholders, judging them against the criteria 

laid out in the Local Government and Public Involvement in Health Act 2007. Details 

relating to the consultation process are set out in paragraph 2.0 of Appendix A. As with 



 

 
 

paragraph 1.8 above, it is proposed that decision-making authority be given to the 

Community Governance Working Group in respect of the content and format of the 

consultation documentation and process associated with the Community Governance 

Review. The nature of the Working Group is that it will meet frequently. Such a delegation 

will help to ensure that the tight timetable for the review is adhered to and progressed 

efficiently, without having to wait for the Full Council meeting cycle, with the consultation 

process being a key element. 

2 Available Options Considered 

2.1 To propose amendments to the draft Terms of Reference. 

2.2 To retain decision-making power relating to amendments to the Terms of Reference 

document and content and format of the consultation documentation and process with Full 

Council. 

3 Preferred Option 

3.1 As per the recommendations set out in this report. 

4 Reasons for the Recommendation (s) 

4.1 The draft Terms of Reference document is recommended for approval by the Community 

Governance Review Working Group, who also recommended the delegations set out in 

recommendation 2 and 3 in order to expediate the review and adhere to the proposed 

timetable. 

5 Next Steps – Communication and Implementation of the Decision 

5.1 Approval of the Terms of Reference document officially commences the Community 

Governance Review process. The review will be carried out in accordance with the 

proposed timetable set out in paragraph 1.6 of Appendix A. 

6 Financial Implications  

6.1 The Community Governance Review will incur costs associated with the consultation 

process, but this will depend upon what format and process for consultation is agreed. 

Provisional costs of options associated with the consultation process have been 

considered which will be reported to the Community Governance Review Working Group 

in due course. The budget proposals for 2022/23 include a one-off request for £20k which 

will be utilised to fund all of the costs associated with the review. 

Financial Implications reviewed by: Richard Wyles, Assistant Director of Finance 

and Section 151 Officer 

7 Legal and Governance Implications  

7.1 There are no additional legal and governance implications arising from this report which 

are not already referred to in the body of the report of the Terms of Reference document 

at Appendix A. 

Legal Implications reviewed by: Graham Watts, Head of Democratic Services and 

Deputy Monitoring Officer 

 

 



 

 
 

 

8 Equality and Safeguarding Implications  

8.1 Engagement with the Council’s Community Engagement and Policy Development Officer 

will take place as part of the Community Governance Review, particularly in relation to the 

consultation process to ensure that all residents and stakeholders are able to particulate 

and submit their views. 

9 Appendices 

9.1 Appendix A – Draft Terms of Reference  

 

 

 

 


